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- pushed to pave over

'PCB-tainted gravel

- byBridget Maone

-STAR-LEDGER STAFF

Resndents of South Plamﬁeld and

health risk, the federal agency .or-

dered . Cornell-Dubilier Electronics -
o Inc., the site’s pnmary polluter to
-+ pave overthe gravel. "~ -
" 'DSC of Newark Corp., the sxte s
©current owner, which officials said is
partlally responsnble for paying for the -
cleanup, originally submitted a plan’
in May to pave the driveway. Once the v
-contractor learned of the hazardous
". "material, the company refused to do -
" the job, officials said. The federal
_ " agency said another company has
. agreed to do the work and wﬂl begm

Monday

JQb gets done as soon as pos51ble v
" “Should. there be a failure of the

project again, I'd like the most severe =
- financial penalty to be imposed,” the
_congressman said. “I'd love to seé the -
_company - here next -Monday and .
watch these guys pave the property.”
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State ofﬁmals have been aware for
10 years that the Hamilton Industrial |

* Park-has been contaminated. Harm-
ful levels of PCBs and heavy metals
© workers at .the Hamilton Industrial
. Park’ have held “their breath long
) enough

The gravel in. the dnveway and -
* . parking areas at the complex has

. -been-identified by the Environmental
" Protection Agency as containing poly-
. chlorinatéd biphenyls, or PCBs, which
-’ are.hazardous to human heaith. To
contain the waste and reduce the

were found: on site after/the EPA in-
vestigated. PCBs were used as cool-
ants and lubricants but haven’t been
manufactured in- the Umted States
since 1977 due to envuonmental and
health risks, °

-The EPA also ordered Cornell-
Dubilier to fence off areas with known

-~ contamination and limit contami-

nants in the Bound Brook from Sur-

.face water runoff.

-Eric Wllson an on~=cene coordi-
nator with the federal environmental .

. agency, said. P(‘Bs also have been

found in the 19 bmldmgs “We're

" going to work on the immediate prob-

lems and look beyond that to the long

‘term,” he said.

The approximately 200 employees _
have had extensive -organ and blood.
tests, which came back showing them
free of contaminants. But PCBs are |

_ believed to be a cause of -cancer,
_ which health ofﬁclals say may develop
. . over time. o
. Rep.- Bob’ Franks (R-7th Dist. ). .
yesterday toured the site, which is on:
25 acres off Hamilton Boulevard_
" Franks. urged the federal agency to
" use strict measures to ensure that the'

. “Our concern is. that thxs isanold |-
facxhty with no air cond_ltxomng, only

fans;” said Mayor Daniel J. Gallagher.

“The back-is- ‘used to.load. trucks,

~ which st1rs up the gravel and gets |
“sucked mto the bulldmgs by the
fans” "~ -

EPA ofﬁclals also  are testmg

* water, fish and - sedunent samples

from the New Market Pond ‘which is
fed by the Bound Brook. The EPA ex-
Dects those results by mid- August o
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